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dental phobia can be devastating. It has been estimated that 50% of the 
North American population is dental phobic, and don’t see a dentist on 
a regular basis. These feelings can lead to people avoiding their regular 
check-ups and hygiene visits thereby compromising their oral health.

dental anxiety and phobia can develop in different people for different 
reasons. sometimes it is the result of past negative experience. 
historically, local anesthesia (numbing) was not as predictable or as 
profound as it is today.

Sedation techniques can help you overcome your nervousness, and 
give you the healthy smile you deserve. dental sedation options can 
include Nitrous oxide, oral sedation, Moderate or IV sedation and 
general Anesthesia.

IV sedation can be used for any type of dental procedure. This includes 
routine cleanings and xrays.

Indications for IV sedation include dental phobia, past traumatic dental 
experiences, numbing or gagging issues, patients with limited time,  or  
difficult patient management, patients requiring complex and lengthy 
dental procedures, a patient who is medically compromised in such a 
way that treating them with some level of sedation might enhance their 
safety during their appointment. some examples of such conditions 
include high blood pressure, angina, epilepsy, and other conditions 
where anxiety might exacerbate that condition.

The use of IV sedation has several advantages over the more 
commonly-used oral sedation technique.

IV sedation gives your dentist optimal control of the amount of medication 
administered and allows them to readily increase or decrease your level 
of sedation as needed, quickly, safely and comfortably.

IV sedation is safer than oral sedation, since you have much better 
control of the depth of patient sedation. This varies from person to 
person, some needing more sedative than others.

Oversedation  is fairly common in using oral sedation, increasing the 
possibility of complications.

In the event of an emergency, administering a reversal agent for the 
sedative is much more effective with IV administration. The emergency 
drug takes effect within 30 seconds as opposed to minutes without 
IV access.

The medication used most commonly today is Versed, due to its wide 
safety margin. It is part of the Valium family, and has a very effective IV 
reversal agent, if it is needed.

When selecting a sedation dentist, choose someone who uses  tried-
and-true techniques with advanced training, equipment and care , and 
can provide you and your family with comprehensive dental care while 
you are awake or sedated.

Look for Part 2 in december’s issue
Lakeview dental 
6003 Big Tree rd., Lakeville, Ny 
585-346-3028

By, Dr. Brian Hirschfield
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IV Sedation for Dentistry, Even Cleanings!
Anxious about dental care?

Lakeview Dental now offers IV Sedation Dentistry.

Dental Anxiety? No time for multiple appointments?
Lakeview Dental now offers IV Sedation for any type of treatment.  

No more sweaty palms. Lie back in the chair and relax,  
while we take care of any dental needs.

 

NY State Sedation Cert. #000169

LAKEVIEW DENTAL
6003 Big Tree Rd., Lakeville, NY  

www.IVsmiles.com

CALL 585.346.3028
BRIAN HIRSCHFIELD DDS
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