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1ST
ANNUALSmiles of Grace

God has truly blessed each and every one of us      here at Forney Family Dentistry.  He has 
answered our prayers through our children, our employment, His guidance, the healing of 
cancer, and more. We have felt so much gratitude to God for all these blessings! But we 
wanted to do more.  

The event also gave us the opportunity to promote the Angel 
Tree program—thus helping children at Christmas—and a Thanks-
giving Holiday meal assistance program. On the forms for these, 
patients starred, circled, and underlined the Scriptures we had 
placed there, such as:

People continually told us throughout the day that this event had 
been answers to their prayers.  One patient wrote, “Thank you so 
much! I really have been praying. Thank you so much to all your 
staff. Words cannot describe my gratitude.”  

But it was not only the patients who were blessed. At the end of 
the day, all of the Forney Family Dentistry team members were 
asking, “When is the next event?” You see, we had set out to offer 
blessings to others, but we ourselves were blessed by those we 
served… and more than we could have ever imagined!

God is good all the time!
  

“Don’t worry about anything; instead pray 
about everything. Tell God what you need, and 
thank Him for all he has done.  Then you will 

experience God’s peace which exceeds 
anything we can understand.”  Philippians 4:6-7

 “You have never asked for anything in My 
name. Ask and you will receive. And you will be 

truly happy.”  John 16:24

So several months ago, we decided to put together a special  
event—based on the foundations of Scripture—to provide free 
dental work to those in need in our community.  Because God’s 
grace covers us, making us new and whole again, and because 
we believe that God has blessed, gifted, and called us to the 
field of healthcare, we called the event Smiles of Grace!

I truly did not expect anyone to show up. But people began 
arriving at midnight, and slept on the concrete in the rain to hold 
their places. At 5:00, my phone rang. A team member roused me 
with “Wake up! We are opening the doors early!” while the rest 
of the team raced to the office with doughnuts.

For the next 14 hours, we provided over $42,000 in 
services—including dentures, partials, root canals, fillings, 
periodontal cleanings, crowns, and extractions—to the first 50 
patients, ranging in age from seven to 77. (Unfortunately, we 
had to cut off the line at 7:00 a.m.).

But this event was not only about free dental care. It was 
about God using us to answer prayers, and about helping others 
by offering up the abilities He has given us. We prayed with 
almost everyone who walked through our doors, and even sang 
“Happy Birthday” to a man turning 68 that day! Volunteer 
pastors offered prayers for anyone who requested it. Other 
volunteers prayed, handed out groceries, and offered words of 
encouragement. And as you might imagine, tears flowed freely 
throughout the day! 

by Dr. Melina Cozby


