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T
he first students still have a few 
weeks until they finish their 
classes and graduate from the 
Elite Careers in Dental Assisting 
school, but many are already well 

on their way, having passed their official 
certification exam weeks before graduation. 

Some students even have jobs waiting for 
them—just as soon as they finish up their 
classes. It’s possible that they couldn’t have 
done it without being part of Forney Family 
Dentistry, which provided unique oppor-
tunities for education that have given this 
graduating class an upper hand.

“Some of them have passed it with perfect 
scores,” said Dr. Melina Cozby, who founded 
Forney Family Dentistry in 2009. “I think it 
speaks highly of our students, and also the 
experiences and education that they can 
get here that you wouldn’t usually find. We 
had an interview coach come in, and we did 
a training session about interviewing and 
getting jobs—some of our students felt con-
fident and empowered to go out and give it 
a shot, and were offered positions as soon 
as they’re done here, before the course has 
even finished. I think that’s excellent; that’s 
exactly what we have always had a vision to 
do with this school, to equip our students to 
reach their goals and set high expectations 
for themselves and for the dental profession.”

A vision indeed, Dr. Cozby has had the 
school on her mind ever since she opened 
her practice, which had been a dream for 
hers for a long time. Passionate about the 
school’s necessity, she actually ensured it 
was built into the practice before it was even 
approved, then worked over the next three 
years to refine the curriculum and gain the 
state’s approval. “It was kind of an ‘if you 
build it, they will come’ scenario,” she said. 
“I knew we would make it happen.” 

“I’m one of those people who needs to have 
the information, who needs to always know 
what’s coming and why,” Dr. Cozby said. “I 
think a lot of dentists forget about that. They 

expect the patient to just know what’s going 
to happen—but they don’t. Half of the time 
the fear is of the unknown.”

Dedicated to informing and educating the 
patient, one of the guiding philosophies that 
has directed Forney Family Dentistry since 
its inception has been in providing people 
with knowledge and information instead 
of making decisions for them. Armed with 
that knowledge, patients have their own say 
about the procedures they choose for them-
selves. These very procedures, performed 
in-house by specialists, are often available 
for the students in the school to observe, 
which is something that’s exceedingly ben-
eficial in the dental assisting education. 

“For lack of a better term,” Dr. Cozby said, 
“dental assistance used to just be where 
you’d basically ‘suck spit.’ It sounds kind 
of crude, but it’s changed so much from 
that now. Dental assistants participate in 
surgery, take blood pressure, perform in-
volved procedures, and we’re unique here 
in that—because we’re part of an advanced 
practice—we have specialists who come in, 
do implants, wisdom teeth extractions, ma-
jor surgeries, and our students can observe 
those. It’s awesome for them. They love it.”

Offering a wide variety of educational tools, 
including guest speakers with dental compa-
nies, specialists, and motivational speakers, 

The Elite Careers in Dental Assisting School 
is well-equipped to provide the highest qual-
ity of education to aspiring dental assistants. 
Hands-on training with the latest technol-
ogy—E4D same-day crowns, TMJ therapy, 
sedation, Invisalign, in-house laboratory tech-
niques, specialist internships and modern-day 
practices—ensures every student gets a com-
prehensive and broad opportunity to learn.

“In everything we do, we cater to each of 
our patients’ individual needs and give them 
the widest range of knowledge we can so 
they can achieve the results they want,” Dr. 
Cozby said, “and that carries over into our 
dental school. The goal of every single class 
is to equip our students, give them every-
thing they need. Applied, practical knowl-
edge, hands-on training, special guests—you 
can’t get those things from a PowerPoint or 
a book. We want our students to really make 
this a career, not just a job.” 

Elite Careers in Dental Assisting School 
A Part of Forney Family Dentistry

108 E US Highway 80, Suite 190
Forney, Texas  75216

972-564-7575
ForneyFamilyDentistry.com

Convenient evening 
classes and affordable 

tuition with 0% payment 
plans and discounts 

mean The Elite Careers 
in Dental Assisting 

School is within reach for 
anyone. The next session of 

classes begins July 13.

Join the staff for an informative and fun evening at the school June 26 
at 6 p.m., including dinner, tours, testimonials, and giveaways.

2  LIVINGMAGAZINE.NET JUNE 2014  3




