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Up Front

The ability to pick a
baby's gender leaves many
parents thrilled with the
outcome—and some experts
wormed about ethics

ony andd ana Paschal marmied 1n
1BE2 minel weere soon blessed wilh Hhres
badmy by T hies weere o happy, heatthy

[mily—even though, from time o Lime
Do felt o little something, o someone
wis missing. "I don™ think she ever
stopiped wanting a girl.” saye her modber
Pauline Ferguson. “She wis just afrmd Lo
trv agmin
[hen, inAngust 2000, Dana picked upa
mimiaine while strolling through her el
Emuart. Insiche wais an artiche about & med
[ il ||'|'.-| LN that woaakd albow cou
i'l-"" THOEE T 5iE '!-I-I". 'I"I'.I
ed [my husband| and said, '] think |
knioas howwe can get our @irl." ™ savs Dana
fi, & homemaker from FMlen=sant Garden
ler family scrupped plans fora eruis
L0 LI |:. ham 15 .|-'_i|'_'_ 1stend to try has
ing & daughter through an experimental
SPErm-S0rTing Proo.Eurs, inwWinkcn i
miy's sperm were sarted in o way thal
|E ||'.|..'.| -||| il ii-l'\- L0 FEImi -\.I"illl-"ll'.i:||
femade chromosomes, Lann wis themn arta-
ficiaily seminated and, .-E'Il i
Uttempts, became preghnant. Cin i
2001, Dann, Tommy, now 38, I 'l| ||
bhoy=—T.05., 18, Kevin, 16, and Michas
wiloomed Heather Rene Paschal “We got
exsctly whish we wanted, says Dani, whi
pabd $5,300 for the procedures

if ciashi o -||--| ave bought th .-|l--':||: :
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Thes first time Mina Wagoner ined preimglantaton genet
kg Divery syncdnamea, & secand aflempl produced d-month-old Jaced and his Dwin Sister,
Jandan, |7 you really wanl 1o have o baby, yoo go 10 greal lengihs,” s Nina (holding laned
with husband Ron=hokding Jordan-—and daughiers, from belt, Bianca, 17, Tessa, 12, and

Az parl of o now traditich, every Valantoe's Day Dana Paschal plans io gve daughier Hoather

fhe Wagoners

¢ diagnases. the lour made gmbepos

Canlin, 9. The cowpde paid o tobal of 232,000 fof theé medical frocediuses

The Paschals

F 1

2, a red nosa fof pach year of the gid's e, “5he pats &l the attention.” says Dana {with huskand

Tommy @nd their sons, from left. Keven, 18, Michasel, 12, and TG,

18, at hame in M.C.)
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tiactay many Amertcans abject to whal
{hey see as parents plaing God. But in
the past few vears —gubetly ot frst and
now through services touted on the
Webh—n growitng mumber of Tertoliby
SRR ris mrournd the counbry ove bisfun
offering chients the ultimoate form ol
fnmaly planning. “Personally, | think
ST SOt = o preat idea,” says Son

jm Kristinnsen, 41, 0 Houston fertility
specialist who has helped two dozen
couplos choose the sex of their Kids
using the technology known as Micro-
Sort. “Inomany couples, the mom wants
agirt she con dress up and Dhad wants o
boy to carry on the family name. 1
already hove two boys, but if 1 were to
get pregnant sgain, I'd have agirl”

Sinmce clinkcal trials of this procedury
began in 1904, if has produced about
500 pregnoncies and 420 babies
according to the Genetics and TVF Insti-
tute, bosed in Fairfax, Vo, which holds
the MicroSort patent. Some couples,
file Mina und Rob Wagoner of Venturs,
Calif’, have opted for preimplantstion
genatie disgriosis (PGD), 4 mare coimn-
:'l|| i il axpensmnve method—it mver-
ages 215,000 per attempt—in which
doctors sereen a fertilized embmyo for its
sy ond penetle dizorders, before
||1||||.||'.!||1,: it i the mother, In 2003
the Wagoners, parents 1o three girls
from Minn's previous marriage, read
about PG on the Internet and decld
et to by for a boy, Doctors implanted a
total of three en iy, and MNind even
tulby delivered twdme st Now, 7=Jduned
ancl his sister Jorkn “Tm still o shock"
save Mulieil 1= jusl 8o wopcherTul to e
able 1o siy Jured 18 haere,”

Lk thae Wiagomiers, miany couples e
the niew technelogy as an invaluable
tool either for so-called “family bal
ancimg” o for purding siminst sex-spe
cilic diseazes, But some in the medical
commimity advise conbion. A mumbser of
doctors who offer gender selection
refuse to perform it for first-time pur
ents or those who don't need repro
ductive assistance. (Mhers are con
cerned that if unused embryos sren’l
frozen or donated, they're discarded
And antiselection eritics say manipu-
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Inting sex sets a chilling precedent that
el ome doy bead to o generation of
“designer kids,” “Children are not prod-
ucts you can buy Hke pets”™ suys Boston
University bioethics professor Georjge
Annas, “Why not select for eve color,
height and strength? This is treating
children like commuodities.”

Awnre of possible moral obhjections,
Kathy and Cliff Krug, a couple from
Fuirfux Station, Va.. debated for six
months before finally deciding to use
sex selection in the wake of a pair of
devastating events: Four years ago,
Brien, the younger of the pair's twa
sons, was horn with hemophilia, a
hereditary disease that predominant-
by afflicts males. A third son, their doe-
ko tosldd Ehierm, would carry p 50 percent
chianee of having the disease, Then, two
yiears laber, Kathy's 62-vear-old maoth-
&r died of breast cancer. ™1 felt lke it
wold be great tochave this little gird to
replace my mom,” she savs,

Both the Krugs are observant Cath-

Phadograwh by E. GLADSTONE

olics. They prayed for guidance but
eventunlly decided not to consult their
priest before joining o clinical trial fior
sperm sarting in October 2002, Kathy
begnn tnking a fertility drug and used
a home predictor kit todetermine when
she was ovuloting. When that day
arrived, she and CHE, who works for
their family-owned moving business,
hurriedly drove to the Genetics and TVF
[nstitute near their home, where CLiffs
speerm were sorted, then tested and arti-
ficinlly inseminated into Kathy, Even
after she became pregnant, though, the
waiting wasn't entirely over, says Kathiy,
because the MicroSort method has a 9]
percent success rate for female births
{as opposed to 76 percent for boys), "We
waited 20 weeks to have a sonogrom,”
ahie savs, “The technician was guiet and
[ thought, Th nod But she turned and
said, "1t a girl,' and we were 50 exelt-
e " The Krug's daughter Abigail Anne
wais born July 10, 20020 “Now T've god
my pariner in crime,” says Kathy
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Diespite the maoral gqualms of many,
gender selection is almost certain to
grow, say some cxperts. “The vast
majority of patients are average sulb-
urban parents who hmve two or three
children of one gender and say they
wint anstherof the opposite sex” suys
Borbert Gleicher, who performs PG at
affices in Mew York and Iinois. "What
is wrong with that?” Nothing, say Jose
and Clondia Cuintero of Miami, who
have three daughters and, thanks to
sperm sorting, 8 bouncing toddler
namaed Joseph, “'We thought about
everything—our kids, our religion, whist
wie woukd tell our baby. We came (o the
conclusion that it was worth it," savs
Claudin. “And it wis, He's s miracle”
By Bob Meadows. Michasle Bablard in
Measent Garden, Gievanma Breu in Chicags,
Melody Simmans (1 Farias Stabe Wendy
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