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Pediatric Dental Disease: The Facts 
Pediatric dental disease, more commonly known as severe tooth decay, is one of the most prevalent chronic diseases 
among children in America1. In the U.S. alone: 

• 1 in 5 U.S. children go without dental care2 
• More than 40% of children have dental cavities by the time they reach kindergarten3 
• Children with poor oral health are 3 times more likely to miss school as a result of dental pain4 
• Emergency department care for dental complaints cost up to $2.1 billion in 20105 
• Dental care is the most prevalent unmet health care need for children with special needs6 

Left untreated, severe tooth decay can lead to malnourishment, anemia, emergency surgery, life-threatening 
secondary infections and death. Seriously impacting self-esteem, employment prospects, social development and 
overall quality of life, untreated tooth decay and gum disease also have a direct correlation to heart disease, stroke, 
pulmonary disease and pre-term, low birth-weight babies. 

With limited or no access to oral health care, children from impoverished families and some minority groups have a 
much higher rate of tooth decay. These children are at significant risk for impaired cognitive and social development, 
educational disparities and a lifetime of shame associated with dental disease. 

While the Affordable Care Act (ACA) expands dental benefit coverage for children, it does not address critical access to 
care issues caused by the loss of school-based dental education programs, state budget cuts, low reimbursement rates 
that prevent providers from accepting Medicaid patients, health professional shortage areas, and the overall lack of 
Medicaid dollars going toward dental care. Just one-third of U.S. dentists accept Medicaid, meaning that despite the 
ACA millions of children still do not access dental care.7 

Lack of access to dental care creates a set of health disparities that impede wellness throughout adulthood. As a result, 
a significant burden is placed on local communities, exacerbating poverty, increasing long-term health 
consequences, decreasing workforce productivity and draining significant personal and governmental financial 
resources. However, for every $1 spent on prevention, up to $50 is saved in restorative and emergency treatment.8 
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Who We Are 
America’s ToothFairy: National Children’s Oral Health 
Foundation® was formed in the U.S. in 2006 as a 
collaborative effort of clinicians, academicians, corporate 
leaders and caring individuals to aggressively promote the 
importance of oral health and address the national 
pediatric dental health crisis. . 

The mission of America’s ToothFairy is to eliminate 
children’s preventable pain and suffering from pediatric 
dental disease and improve quality of life for at-risk 
children. As Educator, Preventer and Protector, America's 
ToothFairy drives systems change by delivering proven programs and resources that expand access to care and 
education, improve oral health literacy, and promote overall wellness. Our vision is to create a world where no child 
suffers from preventable tooth decay. 
 

What We Do 

We do this by: 
• Collaboratively developing and continually refining a range of learning experiences to foster lifelong 

positive behaviors leading to eradication of disease.  
• Attracting, aggregating, and distributing resources, which expand access to quality services for underserved 

children and their caregivers.  
• Engaging a broad range of community stakeholders, experts, and partner organizations, sharing best 

practices, and delivering programs to build a healthier nation. 
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Who We Serve 
We focus on at-risk children defined as: 

• Infants and children from families with low incomes 
• Infants and children from some racial and ethnic minority groups 
• Infants and children with limited or no dental insurance 
• Infants and children whose parents have less than a high school education 
• Infants and children with disabilities and special health care needs  
• Infants and children living in communities without fluoridated water 

 National Maternal & Child Oral Health Resource Center: Open Wide Oral Health Training for Health Professionals Module 2  

Where We Work 
America’s ToothFairy is expanding rapidly across the country, impacting young lives in communities across the U.S. 
and Canada Click here for our Touchpoint Map. 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Reach & Impact 
Reaching vulnerable children, teens, pregnant mothers, parents and caregivers with critical oral health care and 
education, America’s ToothFairy/ Canada’s ToothFairy programs and Affiliate partners touched more than 2.2 million 
young lives last year in the following ways: 
• 1,308,140 children received oral health services through the America’s/Canada’s ToothFairy Affiliate Network  
• 133,539 children were reached with oral health education through the America’s ToothFairy partnership with National 

Association of School Nurses  
• #MySmileMatters programming reached 595,494 children and teens with oral health education including:  

• 369,410 children and teens reached through our partnership with the Boys & Girls Clubs of America  
• 206,770 students were reached through our partnership with HOSA: Future Health Professionals  
• 19,314 patches were distributed to Scouts participating in the ToothFairy Patch Program  

• America’s ToothFairy volunteer dental hygiene professionals and students provided oral health education for 76,233 
children, teens, their caregivers and pregnant mothers  

• Student volunteers participating in America’s ToothFairy collegiate programs reached 20,968 children and their 
caregivers with preventive services and/or oral health education  

• 15,937 received important oral health information, fun educational activities and Tips from the ToothFairy through the 
America’s ToothFairy Kids Club  

Since its founding in 2006, America’s ToothFairy has distributed more than $17 million in vital community-based 
programs, educational materials, oral care products, and financial grants through our national network of Affiliate 
partners and community programs. 
Generous corporate underwriting of operational and program expenses ensures that 100% of all other contributions 
go directly to programs benefitting children in need.  
America’s ToothFairy has received nearly $6 million in pro bono ad space from dental industry media partners and has 
been highlighted in Health Report Supplements of USA Today and the Wall Street Journal. The America’s ToothFairy 
Blogger Team now includes over 100 blogs reaching up to 10 million parents and caregivers. 

America’s ToothFairy Press Kit 2016 �6



�

Leadership 
Board of Directors 
The America's ToothFairy Board of Directors is comprised of highly respected and dedicated leaders of national and 
international organizations, universities and corporations concerned with children’s well-being including the Past 
President of the American Dental Education Association. In addition to representatives from the dental industry, the 
Board also includes leaders in business, finance, nursing and pharmacy. 

Board of Directors Bios 

Scientific Advisory Board 
Our oral health programming is guided by the America’s ToothFairy Scientific Advisory Board, which is made up of 
internationally recognized academic and clinical leaders, including the Chair of the Oral Health Section of the 
American Academy of Pediatrics.  

Scientific Advisory Board Members 

President & CEO 
Ms. Fern Ingber is the founding President and CEO of America's ToothFairy. Prior to 
working in the field of dentistry, Ms. Ingber served in senior leadership roles with 
Cancer Treatment Research Foundation, Cancer Treatment Centers of America and the 
National Health Museum. She was also the primary consultant in the development 
and implementation of the American Cancer Society Breast Cancer Network, several 
pilot prostate cancer initiatives and the National Marrow Donor Program. Throughout 
her career, she has assisted a number of non-profit and for-profit organizations in the 
development of health and education programs and products. 
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Our Programs  
America’s ToothFairy Affiliate Network 
America's ToothFairy delivers financial, product and technical support to a growing network of nonprofit children's oral 
health programs throughout North America that provide education, preventive and restorative care to our most 
vulnerable children.  

America’s ToothFairy Oral Health Zone Program® 
Through the Oral Health Zone Program, America’s ToothFairy brings together corporate and civic leaders, allied health 
professionals, educators and others in a community-based approach to effectively break the cycle of this disease.  

FOR YOUNG CHILDREN, PARENTS & CAREGIVERS 
America’s ToothFairy Kids Club  
Positive oral health habits are promoted through fun, educational activities, tips and personalized letters from the 
ToothFairy. Free, online activities make it easy for parents, caregivers, or teachers to educate the young children in 
their lives about positive oral health habits. El Club de los Niños, our Spanish-language Kids Club, is also available. 

FOR YOUTH: #MYSMILEMATTERS YOUTH MOVEMENT 
#MySmileMatters Youth Movement, a youth engagement initiative of America’s ToothFairy, is inclusive of 
opportunities where young leaders learn, teach and reach out into the community as teachers and advocates for 
children’s oral health. This effort includes peer-to-peer learning, social media engagement, and is accompanied by 
activities geared toward integrating oral health into schools, community centers, afterschool programs and other 
settings. The program comes with many options and allows for creativity.   

Through #MySmileMatters, America’s ToothFairy provides an annual 
National Engagement Plan geared toward youth and their adult allies. 
 #MySmileMatters National Engagement Plan provides a ready-to-use 
offering of educational and learning opportunities aimed at increasing 
oral health literacy and even, access to oral healthcare.  The Plan can be 
used entirely or specific activities may be chosen at the discretion of the 
end user. Users of the plan are typically high school health and wellness 
groups led by school nurses and health educators, and other youth-
serving organizations.    

Students United with America’s ToothFairy® 
Middle and high school students receive oral health outreach materials, promotional tools, and leadership 
opportunities to establish and implement solutions to health inequities, Health Professional Shortage Areas (HPSA), 
and access to education and preventive care.  
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Tomorrow’s SMILES®  
The Tomorrow’s SMILES® Program recognizes caring dental professionals who provide pro bono, smile-saving services 
to local at-risk children and teens. Teens receiving treatment from a Tomorrow’s SMILES® dentist "Pay it Forward” by 
teaching oral health lessons to younger children using the ToothFairy 101® Educational Curriculum. 

America’s ToothFairy Girl & Boy Scout Patch Program 
Boy and Girl Scouts are rewarded for oral health activities through the "Real Life 
ToothFairy” and “Real Life SuperHero” participation patches. 

FOR COLLEGE & PROFESSIONAL STUDENTS 
Students United with America’s ToothFairy®  
Dental, nursing, pre-dental and other allied health program student volunteers provide preventive services and oral 
health education to children in their communities. SUAT chapters organize and conduct health fairs, screenings, and 
fundraising events to enhance local service delivery and implement educational and prevention-oriented programs.  

FOR PROFESSIONALS 
Esther Wilkins Education Program  
The Esther Wilkins Education Program provides volunteer dental hygienists and dental hygiene students with 
engaging oral health lessons for their outreach activities. The ToothFairy 101® Community Education Kit provides basic 
preventive strategies and nutrition lessons appropriate for children of all ages and learning levels. 

Practice of Distinction  
The Practice of Distinction Program provides dentists with an opportunity to highlight their commitment to children’s 
oral health and build their practice by accessing an array of valuable marketing resources, all while helping children in 
need. 
  

FOR COMMUNITIES 
America's ToothFairy Smile Drive 
Each February, National Children’s Dental Health Month, America’s ToothFairy holds its annual Smile Drive – a national 
campaign to collect toothbrushes, toothpaste, floss and rinse for at-risk children. In addition to collecting much-
needed oral care products, children can register for the America’s ToothFairy Kids Club, receive Tips from the ToothFairy, 
and participate in preventive services and oral health education at “Meet the ToothFairy” events. Mobilizing the vast 
network of America’s ToothFairy volunteers and student groups, this event has national reach yet sparks both local 
participation and local impact for the benefit of children in need. 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Our Underwriters 
Thanks to these generous corporate underwriters who cover all operational and basic program expenses, 100% 
of all additional donations are allocated directly to delivery of education, prevention and treatment 
services for vulnerable children.  
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Our Partnerships 
America’s ToothFairy Program Partners are major national service organizations that share our commitment to 
providing vulnerable populations with access to comprehensive oral health services. They collaborate with America’s 
ToothFairy to extend care and education in underserved communities. These partnerships are valuable in 
disseminating information, achieving advocacy objectives and reaching wide-ranging, underserved audiences.   

Current national and regional Program Partners include: 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 

Boy & Girl Scouts Troops & Councils 
Head Start & Early Head Start Centers 

State dental associations 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Testimonials 
"Our positive experience working with the America's ToothFairy life-changing Tomorrow's SMILES program sparked 
our interest in further expanding our wonderful partnership. With turnkey programs, life-changing health services and 
educational materials provided through America's ToothFairy, we will continue to promote educational and leadership 
learning opportunities for the young people we serve to ensure they live healthier, more productive lives." 
—Jim Clark, President & CEO, Boys & Girls Clubs of America 

"The resources provided through Students United with America’s ToothFairy are an exceptional complement to our 
mission: the educational kits, leadership opportunities, and service projects add a robust oral health component from 
which all our students can benefit." 
—Nancy Allen, Associate Director, HOSA: Future Health Professionals of America 

"The National Children’s Oral Health Foundation is making invaluable contributions, which directly respond to the 
pediatric oral health crisis in America. Thanks for all you do to support our institution and for your passion and 
commitment to the children of this great nation." 
—Leo E. Rouse, DDS, Dean, Howard University College of Dentistry, Washington, DC 

“Assistance League is happy to work with America’s ToothFairy to help our chapters nationwide improve the oral health 
of their communities’ children through awareness, education, and service. Opportunities like the America’s ToothFairy 
Smile Drive, Kids Club, Tomorrow’s SMILES and Students United with America’s ToothFairy provide our chapters with 
turnkey projects to serve children, and help us build the resources of existing programs. Through this collaboration, 
our chapters can keep their communities’ children smiling while staying true to the mission of our organization.”  
—Geoff Wilson, Executive Director, Assistance League  

“Our experience with America’s ToothFairy is wonderful! It is one of the best organizations that we have been 
associated with. From top to bottom, America’s ToothFairy has a great group of people who really dedicate themselves 
to children's oral health and have provided tremendous support on many of our initiatives to address the dental 
needs of underserved children. It is an organization that takes true action and has a firm commitment to promote 
dental health for all children.” 
—Brent Lin, DMD, Director, Pediatric Dentistry Program, University of California San Francisco  

“America’s ToothFairy support has truly made a significant impact in the oral and overall health of underserved 
children in northeastern Minnesota and northwestern Wisconsin.” 
—Stacey Anderson, RDH, Executive Director, Just Kids Dental, Minnesota  

"Before, I would have never been able to stand and speak in front of a group of people. This program has given me so 
much. I feel confident, like never before, with my new smile!" 
—Pascual, a Tomorrow’s SMILES teen  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Digital Assets 
Annual Report 

• FY2015 Annual Report  

Logos 
• America's ToothFairy logo (jpg, low res, 200x104) 
• America's ToothFairy logo (jpg, high res, 1600x831) 
• America's ToothFairy logo (png) 
• America’s ToothFairy logo (eps) 

Photos 
• View our Facebook Photo Stream  

Video Resources & Interviews 
• America’s ToothFairy Overview Video 
• Fern Ingber Chats about Progress at America’s ToothFairy 
• Learning More about America’s ToothFairy and the 2015 Smile Drive 
• America’s ToothFairy YouTube Channel 
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Press & News 
Press Highlights 

• Charlotte Observer. Helping children keep their smiles 
• Charlotte Parent.  America’s ToothFairy Hosts Smile Drive 
• Cherokee One Feather. Hyatt Takes Dental Message to South Dakota 
•  Dear Doctor. Evolution of the ToothFairy 
• Dear Doctor. Tooth Fairy 2 stars Larry the Cable Guy and Brady Reiter have teamed up for a good 

cause! 
•   Dental Products Report. The Gift of Cosmetic Dentistry: A Smile Means So Much for New York 

Teenager 
•  Dental Tribune. Midwinter Meeting is Warmed by ‘Celebration of Smiles’ 
• Dental Tribune. Bright smiles all around 
•  Dentaltown. Dental Hygienists Do Global Good with America’s ToothFairy 
• Dentaltown. Doing Good and Doing Well 
• Dentistry iQ. Dental hygienists united to protect young smiles 
• Dentistry Today. Patterson Dental & America’s ToothFairy Keep Young Smiles Sparkling  Through Catalog 

Proceeds 
• Dentistry Today. Kit Teaches Children with Special Needs About Oral Health 
•  Fox News. How to keep your child’s teeth healthy 
• Indian Country Today. An Interview with Miss Native American USA winner Kristina Hyatt 
•  Jefferson Post. America’s ToothFairy Recognizes ACHS Student 
• Oral Health Journal. Responding to a Silent Epidemic 
• Oral Hygiene. Promoting  Children’s Oral Health in Canada and Abroad 
• Que Pasa Mi Gente. Campaña para recolectar productos de aseo dental 
• RDH. A Halloween Alternative 
•  RDH. 10th Anniversary Special Feature 
• South Charlotte Living. Because Every Child Deserves a Healthy Smile 
• USA Today. A Reason to Smile 
• USA Today. Preventing Pediatric Dental Disease 
• Wall Street Journal. Millions of children go to bed in pain every night 
• WRDW. Children Join Push for Child Nutrition Reauthorization 
• WUSA-TV. Tooth Fairies Call for End to Child Hunger 

Press Releases 
• America’s ToothFairy Press Release Archive 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http://www.dentistryiq.com/articles/2013/05/dental-hygienists-unite-to-protect-young-smiles.html
http://www.dentistrytoday.com/news/industrynews/item/254-patterson-dental-america-s-toothfairy-keep-young-smiles-sparkling-through-catalog-proceeds?highlight=WyJhbWVyaWNhJ3MiLCJhbWVyaWNhIiwidG9vdGhmYWlyeSIsImFtZXJpY2EncyB0b290aGZhaXJ5Il0=
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http://www.foxnews.com/health/2013/01/25/how-to-keep-your-child-teeth-healthy/
http://indiancountrytodaymedianetwork.com/2015/08/17/interview-2015-miss-native-american-usa-winner-kristina-hyatt-161412
http://jeffersonpost.com/news/193/americas-toothfairy-recognizes-achs-student
http://blogohj.oralhealthjournal.com/uncategorized/responding-to-a-silent-epidemic
http://d1l9wtg77iuzz5.cloudfront.net/assets/1871/114923/original.pdf?1436458312
https://charlotte.quepasanoticias.com/noticias/ciudad/local/campana-para-recolectar-productos-de-aseo-dental
http://www.rdhmag.com/articles/print/volume-30/issue-9/features/a-halloween-alternative.html
https://d1l9wtg77iuzz5.cloudfront.net/assets/1871/142245/original_RDH_10th_Anniv.pdf?1459285913
http://d1l9wtg77iuzz5.cloudfront.net/assets/1871/114903/original_South_Charlotte_Living_feature.pdf?1436450765
http://d1l9wtg77iuzz5.cloudfront.net/assets/1871/114901/original_USA_today_feature.pdf?1436450764
https://d1l9wtg77iuzz5.cloudfront.net/assets/1871/142241/original_USA_Today.pdf?1459285904
http://d1l9wtg77iuzz5.cloudfront.net/assets/1871/114899/original_WSJ_feature.pdf?1436450761
http://www.wrdw.com/home/headlines/Children-join-push-for-child-nutrition-reauthorization-345199402.html
http://app.criticalmention.com/app/#clip/view?17501412/token/52459f55-50ff-45c1-a3d6-2d50aad329ad
http://www.ncohf.org/news-events/press-releases
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Media Contact Information 
For more information or to schedule an interview, please contact: 

Amber Holloway 
Communications Director 

704-350-1600 
aholloway@ncohf.org 

Organizational Contact Information 
America’s ToothFairy: National Children's’ Oral Health Foundation 

4108 Park Road, Suite 300 
Charlotte, NC 28209 

p 704-350-1600 
p 800-559-9838 
f 704-350-1333 

www.AmericasToothFairy.org 
 

Social Media 
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Facebook 

Instagram 

LinkedIn 

Twitter 

Google+ 

YouTube 

https://www.facebook.com/NCOHFAmericasToothfairy?ref=ts
https://www.linkedin.com/company/national-children%27s-oral-health-foundation/
https://www.youtube.com/user/ncohf
https://twitter.com/AmerToothfairy
mailto:aholloway@ncohf.org
http://www.AmericasToothFAiry.org
https://instagram.com/americastoothfairy
https://www.linkedin.com/company/national-children%27s-oral-health-foundation/
https://www.facebook.com/NCOHFAmericasToothfairy?ref=ts
https://plus.google.com/105359258934046572447/posts
https://plus.google.com/105359258934046572447/posts
https://twitter.com/AmerToothfairy
https://www.youtube.com/user/ncohf
https://instagram.com/americastoothfairy

